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Elections From Behind the Scenes 
 
This election, League members were at the polls doing more than casting their ballots. Below are some of their 
thoughts about the roles they played on November 4.  
 
So much has already been said about the election but there is more that needs to be 
said. Four League of Women Voters of Toledo-Lucas County members were poll workers 
on November 4, 2008. We can be proud of Darcy Yates, E. Jay Murphy, and Kathy 
Chamberlain. Darcy and I were red bag/presiding judges. That means we were 
responsible to get the paper ballots and memory cards from the voting machines to the 
drop off sites to be transported to the Board of Elections. 
 
I worked at a polling location with four precincts. There were many younger, first-time workers and two were 
presiding judges (with extra responsibilities) In all, there were four high school students from Catholic Central 

who were a joy to work with. Another 18 year old worked and her mother as well, both for 
the first time. All of the first-time workers were easy to work with and I shared my 
enthusiasm with them and urged them to work an election again. 
 
There were three observers assigned to our polling location. Thankfully, as far as I know, 
there were no serious glitches to cause concern about provisional ballots. There were some 
problems with some machines in another precinct but less serious than in the past. 

 
Overall, my experience on Election Day was that all the poll workers were cooperative and pleasant to work 
with. I am so thrilled about having younger, smart and helpful workers! Let‟s just hope they return next year.   

-Bonnie Bishop 
 
This is from E. Jay Murphy who thanks Darcy Yates for inspiring her to work the polls  
“...it was an intense experience, but just great! We did everything from holding babies while their moms voted, 
to help a woman with a broken arm vote by holding the signature book at the least painful angle so she could 
sign. There was the woman who whispered “good luck buddy” to her ballot as it slid in the box, and then 
stepped over to tell us that she was battling lung cancer, but was determined to see that day come to pass. It 
was a privilege to see what we have the right to do as a nation, up close and personal (even given the folks 
who were ticked off that they had to vote provisional!)” 
 
Rosemary Alloy was an observer at Elmhurst Elementary School starting at 5:45 a.m. She watched poll 
workers start the 14 machines, witnessed their signatures and noted the zero vote tally at the beginning of the 
election for all four precincts. Through the day there were some hiccups. One machine had to be taken out of 
use because the screen was not recording; the buttons were too hard to push. A voter was given a Toledo 
ballot and should have been given a Washington Local ballot. This was corrected in the presence of the two 
party witnesses and Rosemary while the precinct judge made notes to eliminate the wrong vote at the end of 
the day.  
 
I had three young workers at my poll, two were under 18 and one was 23. They did an excellent job, pitched in 
when necessary and really enjoyed the day. We had one curbside voter who was unable to physically come into 
the building. I witnessed some discussions involving proper I.D. and provisional ballots. When 7:30 p.m. 
arrived, there were no voters in line, one using the voting machine, and another filling out a paper ballot. The 
last voter left the building at 7:38 pm. It was an excellent learning experience. 
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SSAAVVEE  TTHHEE  DDAATTEE!!    
2008-2009 Calendar 
 
 

December 9, 11:30 a.m. 
Holiday Luncheon, Carranor Polo Club, 502 E. 2nd St. Perrysburg,  
sponsored by the Perrysburg LWV. RSVP 419-351-5076 

December 15 Bill of Rights Day commemorates the ratification in 1791 

December 17, 6:00 p.m. 
 LWVTLC Holiday Dinner  
Rouge Bistro,  6060 Renaissance Place, Holland-Sylvania Road  

January 7 Voter Deadline 

January 15 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 26, 6:00 p.m. 
Board Meeting and Program Planning,  
Spaghetti Warehouse, 42 S. Superior Street 

February 4 Voter Deadline 

February 14 League Birthday 

February 16 Presidents‟ Day 

Feb. 26, 5:30 p.m. General Meeting Consensus on LWVO tax position 

March 5 Voter Deadline 

March 8 International Women‟s Day 

March 17-21 Sunshine Week 

March 21,10:30 a.m. Board Meeting - location to be announced 

March 30 Reception for Public Officials 

April 3 Voter Deadline 

April 7 World Health Day 

April 15 Tax Deadline 

April 22 Earth Day 

April 23, 6:00 p.m. Signature Event 

May 1-3 LWVO Convention, Crown Plaza, Dublin OH 

May 28, 6:00 p.m. Annual Meeting 

June 9 Voter Deadline 

June 30, 4:00-9:00 p.m. Joint Board Meeting 

 

All league meetings are open to all members. Please come and bring a guest. 
 

 



 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
TOLEDO-LUCAS COUNTY 

 

HOLIDAY DINNER 
 

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2008 
 

At the Rouge on Holland Sylvania Road 
6060 Renaissance Place 

 
Cash bar and social hour at 6:00 p.m. 

Dinner served at 6:45 
 

Choose from 4 entrées 
Chicken, salmon, beef tips or stuffed Portobello mushroom 

 

Cost is $20 
Dessert provided by LWV Board Members 

 

 

Please RSVP by December 14 to Bonnie Bishop at 419-474-5030 or 

bonnieb@accesstoledo.com. Send payment to LWV, P.O. Box 2506, Toledo 43606 

 

Name  Phone  

Address   

Number attending  _________ 

Choice of entrée   



 

 

 

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 
 

 

Please join us!  
We would like to invite our fellow members in Toledo and Bowling Green to 

our annual Holiday Luncheon. 
 

It is not too soon to make your reservation! Save the date! 

 

The Date: Tuesday, December 9th 
 

The Place: Carranor Hunt & Polo Club 

 

Time: 11:30am – 1:00pm  
a delicious luncheon will be served at noon. 

 

The Program: Perrysburg resident, Renisa Dorner, Partner in the firm of 

Cooper & Walinski, LPA, will speak of “Women in the Law”. Her firm is the 

largest woman-owned law firm in Ohio, and possibly the Nation. 

 

The Price:  $16.00 

 

Please call Stephanie Johnstone, 419-351-5076 or e-mail, skjr@bex.net, and 

send a check for your reservation.  Reservations must be made by Friday, 

December 5th. Please note, if you make a reservation, and do not attend, you 

will still be charged. Please mail checks to Stephanie at: 29733 Sussex, 

Perrysburg, Ohio 43551 

 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:skjr@bex.net


President's Letter 
 

The Presidential Elections are over and perhaps now our League members can take a moment to pause and 
reflect upon a job well done. I have not seen the local figures yet for the number of 18-year-olds who voted 
or the number of 17-year-olds who worked as poll workers, but I‟m told that we were successful in targeting 
both groups of young adults. Of course, as we usually do, we also worked to register voters and gave out 
information on voting at numerous venues in and around the City. Historically, we have been a group that has 
been at the forefront of efforts to register ALL citizens and of efforts to encourage ALL citizens to vote. 
As a member of the LWV Ohio team that filed a lawsuit against the Secretary of State three years ago for failure 
to fix the broken election system in Ohio, we continue to work hard to make certain that no one is 
disenfranchised.  
 
Recently I read an editorial in „the Nation” about why we go to the trouble of voting. Let me pass along these 
words: “We vote in order to change the country, to exercise our rights, to make our voices heard and a hundred 
other clichés as shopworn as they are true. But we also vote because it places us in direct fellowship with other 
citizens; we vote because it is a secular sacrament, an act of civic solidarity. Because it is the ultimate 
declaration that we are, indeed, all in this together.” Thanks everyone for your hard work this fall. We should all 
be very proud to be members of our League. 
 
It‟s not too late to consider becoming part of our newly reactivated Observer Corp. If you missed the initial 
meetings earlier this week, just call Rosemary and let her know where your interests lie. Being a League 
watchdog for an appointed or elected Board is important and enables you (even though you are only observing) 
to report on the Board‟s activities so that everyone‟s knowledge about a particular organization is increased. As 
well, it allows you to increase your own expertise in a particular civic area. 
 
Finally, please join us for our holiday celebrations in December. On December 9 we are joining the 
Perrysburg League for our traditional holiday luncheon at the Carranor Polo Club. This is a great get-
together and always promises good companionship and a good speaker, see enclosed flyer for more 
information. Call Rosemary or me if you need a ride, as we will be carpooling over to Perrysburg. On 
December 12 at 11:00 a.m., we host the December Naturalization ceremonies with punch and cookies 
at the McMaster room in the downtown Library. Although we are present at every Naturalization ceremony, we 
try to make this one special as we meet and greet all of our new citizens. Then on December 17, we will get 
together at 6:00 p.m. at The Rouge in Sylvania for our own Holiday Party; call Bonnie Bishop if you can join 
us. Look forward to seeing you soon. 
 

~ Peg Smith, Co-President 
 

 
 

2008-2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Co President Rosemary Alloy 922 Linden, Toledo 419-578-0712, alloy7@aol.com  
Co President Peg Hull Smith, 4430 Nantucket,  Toledo 43623, 419-841-6988, phullsmith@buckeyexpress.com 
1st. Vice President Ann Fabiszak Payne 3655 Lainar, Toledo 43606, 419-531-7460, hosea.payne@utoledo.edu 
2nd Vice President Yvette Thompson Gordon 1141 Northville, Toledo 43612, 419-215-9367, 
ythomp1141@hotmail.com 
Secretary Mary Karazim 3307 Bentley, Toledo 43606, 419-536-8234, mmkarazim@aol.com 
Treasurer Sue Nichols 6913 Milrose, Toledo 43617, 419-843-4121, suenichols@accesstoledo.com 
 
Directors 
Voter Services: Bonnie Bishop, 2676 Algonquin, Toledo 43606, 419-474-5030, bonnie@accesstoledo.com 
Membership: Darcy Yates, 7632 Shadywood, Sylvania 43560, 419-885-1257, darcyjyates@bex.net 
Sharon Friedman, 3715 Sylvanwood, Sylvania 43560, 419-841-5148 sharonfriedman@bex.net 
E.Jay Murphy, 2403 Barrington, Toledo 43606, ejay2403@hotmail.com 
Meg Murphy, 304 E. Superior, Wauseon OH 43537, 419-335-8047, murphyma@localnet.com 
Kim Penn, 616 Chatham, Toledo 43620, 419-242-3979, redturtle61@yahoo.com 
Uta Schaub, 1907 Mt. Vernon, Toledo 43607, 419-536-9751, ulschaub@bex.net 
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How Consensus Works 
 
Webster defines consensus as "agreement on matters of opinion." For the League of Women Voters, however, 
consensus has a far broader meaning. In League parlance, it means agreement among a SUBSTANTIAL number 
of representative groups of members (not just a simple majority) reached after sustained study and group 
discussion. Consensus is a prerequisite to the League taking any action on any national, state or local issues. 
Consensus also determines what action if any, is to be taken on the 
item under consideration. No action is taken where there is a lack 
of agreement; and, although this may at times be a 
disappointment to some members, it is essential that when a 
League position is announced, it means that members are not only 
informed but are in basic agreement. 
 
League members are expected to examine all sides of an issue. 
The sources of information must be weighed, various factors 
considered, and facts established before opinions are formed. 
Minority opinions should be listened to with open minds and be 
included in reports to the board. Every member is encouraged to 
participate. The discussion leader should seek to draw out opinions 
rather than to express them. When reaction to specific aspects of 
the item presented is indicated, specific questions may be asked of the membership and the answers reported 
to the board. The board should also be informed about the tenor of the meeting. For example, was there 
enthusiastic approval; much opposition, doubt and uncertainty; or hesitation to come to a conclusion? 
 
Once the board, at the level of League conducting the study, evaluates the thinking of its members and finds 
sufficient areas of agreement, the League "has a position" on the item under consideration. A substantial and 
representative number of its members now approve or disapprove certain policies and may want to take action. 
The general membership is informed at League meetings and through League newsletters. The national League 
reports consensus on national issues, the state League on state issues and the local League on local issues. 
 

 

League Supports CareNet Funding by City of Toledo 
 

CareNet was the sole item on the October 23 meeting agenda of the health committee of 
the Toledo City Council.  Jan Ruma, Executive Director of CareNet and Vice-President of 
the Northwest Ohio Hospital Council, reported CareNet‟s progress to the committee and council 
members present. Among the information shared by Ms. Ruma at the meeting were the 
following statistics. Since 2003 CareNet members have accessed 155,000 services, 
including primary, emergency, outpatient and specialty medical care and city bus 
transportation, through 15 primary care sites, eight hospitals, 150 volunteer specialists and 
TARTA bus system. In 2007, $15.5 million worth of healthcare was provided to CareNet 
members. This program has served more than 14,000 low-income, uninsured residents and has 5000 currently 
active members. She was also quizzed by council members about efforts to raise the money needed to cover its 
operational costs. United Way is a potential future funder, and grant applications are regularly filed.    

Supporting CareNet‟s request for continued financial backing from the city of Toledo were some of the provider 
organizations including representatives from Promedica Health System and a newly added provider to help 
with discount prescription drugs. LWVTLC members Rosemary Alloy, Alice Edwards, Marcia Michaelson 
were present for the supportive testimony from one of the providers, League member Karen Krause, who 
spoke as a member of UHCAN Ohio (Universal Health Care Action Network) and Ann Fabiszak Payne who 
spoke on behalf of LWVTLC. 

CareNet enjoys the support of council but there is a continuing belief that it should somehow become self-
supporting. The three major funders, Mercy Health Partners, Promedica Health System and the City all share 
equally in contributing $65,000 annually. In addition to funding, the health care corporations also are CareNet 
providers, which effectively increases their contribution many fold. It appears that council will again vote to fund 
CareNet this year but budget decisions are still being made. 

Upcoming Consensus 
Meeting 

 

The first of 4 installments on 
LWVO State Taxation and Finance 
Policies are posted on our website, 

www.lwvtoledo.org. Please review 
and look for updates on the 
website and mailings as our 

League will have a consensus 

meeting in February. 

http://www.lwvtoledo.org/


Olive Says Holiday Parties Abound 
 

Dear Toledo Lucas County League Members, 

December is the month for celebrating and League members are no different than others when it comes to a 
good party. Well, maybe slightly different. We like good food, drink and conversation as well as the next group 
but often included in League dos are interesting speakers, and opportunities to mingle, pick each other‟s brains 
and make plans for the future. 

This month on December 9, at the Carranor Hunt Club in Perrysburg, the Greater Perrysburg League will host 
its annual Holiday Luncheon. Bowling Green and Toledo Lucas County League members have again been invited 
and are looking forward to hearing Renisa Domer, partner in Cooper & Walinski LPA, speak about Women in 
the Law. I am thrilled to tell you that this law firm is the largest woman-owned law firm in Ohio (and possibly 

the nation). To make your reservations for the $16.00 lunch, call or email Stephanie Johnstone at 419-351-
5076, skjr@bex.net. Deadline is December 5. You may pay at the door or send your check to Stephanie at 
29733 Sussex, Perrysburg, OH 43551, but if you reserve you must pay or you‟ll be charged even if you don‟t 
attend. Bonnie is organizing a carpool so give her a call if you wish to save some gas and the environment. 

December‟s Naturalization Ceremony will be held on the 12th at 11:00 a.m. in the Main Library and again 
the LWVTLC will sponsor a reception immediately afterward honoring the new citizens and celebrating with 

them and their families. This has become a December tradition for our League. Uta Schaub, chair of the 
naturalization ceremony committee, attends each monthly ceremony and distributes voting information to each 
newly naturalized citizen. She is urging all League members to come and experience this inspiring and 
sometimes very moving ceremony. 

After lunch and punch there‟s got to be dinner. The LWVTLC is having its holiday party on December 17 at 
the beautiful Rouge Bistro in the Renaissance Place on 6060 Holland Sylvania Road. The price is $20 for your 

choice among four entrees. You should have already gotten your invitation in the mail; but, if not, just call the 
League line 419 474 5030. No speakers here except our own members to smooze with and enjoy some relaxing 
time after the busy election season. Oh, all right, there‟s bound to be some political talk. How could we avoid 
it...or want to? Send your check and choice of food to the League office at PO Box 2506, Toledo, OH 43606. 

I hope to see you all during this festive month, ~ Olive 

 
 

LWVO Continues Energy Conservation Program 
 

Since 2007 Jean Byrd and Alan Rosenfield, volunteer natural resource and 
energy specialist LWVO lobbyists, have spearheaded an effort to study the use of 
energy consumption at the local level, with the objective of guiding LWVO in its 
advocacy efforts at the state level. Inspired by Gov. Strickland’s 2007-02S 
executive order requiring a 15% reduction in energy usage by all state agencies 
by 2010, they invited League volunteers survey local officials. Their findings 
published in the program‟s annual report are based on responses to a questionnaire 
from a variety of local authorities in 14 counties, among them Perrysburg and 

Bowling Green in Wood County but including a sampling of counties from all over the state. Their sample size 
was too small to do a statistical analysis, but they were able to come up with some initial findings. Everybody is 
doing something about conserving energy, but only a few of the authorities questioned had done an energy 

audit, a thorough examination of equipment and procedures, a listing of improvements, and a cost/benefit 
analysis. Most efforts were limited to monitoring utility bills and evaluation and execution of individual projects. 
There were few long-term goals such as mandated by the Governor. To see the entire report, go to the LWVO 
website at lwvohio.org/Advocacy and look for the link. 
 
The project and data collection are continuing and Byrd and Rosenfield are looking for interested League 
volunteers. To learn more check the website above or contact Jean Byrd at 614-261-0601, 
jeanbyrd@sbcglobal.net or Al Rosenfield at 614-486-8892, alanpeg@alum.mit.edu. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

League's VOTE411.Org 
Helps Millions of Voters in 2008 

 

VOTE411.org helped millions of voters looking 
for information online throughout the long 
primary and general election season. 

 
The LWVUS's VOTE411 was featured 
prominently as a voter resource by many media 

organizations, including The Washington Post, 
The New York Times, C-SPAN and CNN. 
Additionally, more than 9,000 nonprofit 
advocacy organizations, community groups, 

search engines, media outlets and blogs linked 
to VOTE411 and informed their constituents 
about the League's online resources. 
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