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“Empowering Voters, Defending Democracy” 

The League of Women Voters®, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to 

increase understanding of major policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy
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            FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK.                     March 2024

            
             

             

            Happy Women’s History Month! Women’s history is something the League knows a little bit about. We are the direct descendants of the U.S. women’s suffrage movement. When the passage of the 19th amendment was assured suffragists, who worked so hard for so many years for its passage, immediately moved to form the League of Women Voters to help the newly enfranchised women voters learn about voting and how to register. The League helped with information about candidates and issues and sometimes actually escorted women to the polls, often in saloons, through catcalls and obstructions.

            What started over a hundred years ago continues. Think about everything we’re doing to help voters exercise their right to vote and to protect that right. On the national level LWVUS has filed suit and amicus briefs when that right is jeopardized. Both national and state leagues provide us with a full time lobby corps that keeps track of national and state legislation that have an impact on voting rights and access and other issues we think are important in a democracy. 

            In Lucas County, we register voters every chance we get, provide information about voting and changes in the voting rules, sponsor forums and informational programs about issues, observe government entities and how they are functioning, and are partners with other good government and community groups that share our values. Not to mention the current activism surrounding the Citizens Not Politicians Independent Redistricting Commission petition.  We’re out gathering signatures to get this issue on the November Ballot that will give back Ohio voters their voice.

            So let’s celebrate March by honoring all those valiant women, following in their footsteps and keep on keeping on!

            

            

            

            

            — Ann Fabiszak Payne, LWV-TLC President
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March is Women's History Month!





 

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

 

PROTECTION OF YOUR BELIEFS AND

YOUR DEMOCRACY








ABOUT THE EVENT: 

Recently there are many who believe the Founders intended the United States to be a Christian nation. However, the 1st amendment clearly states there shall be no national religion when it says, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, (n)or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. A movement called Christian nationalism has gained traction recently with followers not only believing that our country is a Christian nation, but that Christian values, symbols, and beliefs form the identity of our republic and therefore Christianity should be privileged in the lives of our citizens. This idea is slowly creeping into our society through recent laws and court decisions and changing our national identity by calling for Christian religious liberty often at the expense of women, religious minorities, people of color, and the LGBTIQQ community. Come and learn how this concept can undermine our democratic principles and lead to the demise of our pluralistic democracy. 

SPEAKERS           

Speaker 1: Kristin Blochowski

BA in Political Science, Master's in Education, Juris Doctor; Former FBI 

Agent, Practicing Lawyer and high school teacher; Current Lourdes Criminal and Social Justice Professor, Including Constitutional Law 

Speaker 2: Dale Lanigan 

B.A. in Political Science, Master's in Theological Studies, Ed.D. Educational Sociology; Former Pastor and University of Toledo 
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OUR SPONSORS
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What Is Responsible Gun Ownership? 


What Is Legal and What Is Not

MONDAY APRIL 15, 2024

6:30 - 8 P.M.

SYLVANIA BRANCH OF THE TOLEDO/LUCAS COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

6749 MONROE ST

SYLVANIA, OH 43560

This presentation is a part of the League’s General Membership meeting.
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ABOUT OUR GUEST SPEAKER 



Corey Russell is a law enforcement officer and a recognized firearms safety instructor. He will speak on the characteristics associated with being a responsible gun owner, what Ohio law requires, and how Ohio law compares with that of Michigan.
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On June 13th, 2022 Ohio enacted Senate Bill 215 which authorized the ability to carry a concealed weapon without a permit from the state. In the June 2022 Ohio Attorney General publication “Ohios Concealed Carry Laws and License Application the AG, Dave Yost, writes “Even though permitless carry is now legal, however, I urge any Ohioan seeking to carry concealed to take the steps necessary to get an official concealed-carry license. The cost is low, the class runs only eight hours and the training in safe gun handling is invaluable.”
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Truth in the News & Other Media



Investigating Reality and Discerning Truth in News and Other Media

April 22, 29 and May 6

5:30 to 7:30 pm

McMaster Family Center for Lifelong Learning

Toledo Public Library

325 Michigan Street

Free Parking on Lower Level

or

ZOOM LINK FOR HOME VIEWING

CLICK HERE for ZOOM
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Current discourse involving opinions, political and otherwise, runs towards the extremes. In recent years, opinions have polarized people as the Left/Right Divide.


A three-part presentation will explore: how humans learn and discern reality: the ways in which our senses fool us; the common methods used to manipulate understanding; and determining what is true. 


The objective is to identify ways that help people move their opinions towards a center point where constructive dialog can take place and positive solutions to challenges can evolve. 


The series is presented by John Krochmalny, Huse Torrence Institute, in conjunction with the Multifaith Council of Northwest Ohio, the League of Women Voters of Toledo-Lucas County and the Toledo Lucas County Public Library. Presentations will be in person, on Zoom and recorded for future viewing on the LWV Toledo-Lucas County website.


Each session is approximately two hours in length.
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CLIMATE CHANGE

CONVERSATIONS

From Ann Worden...I am co-chairing an event on climate change with Janine Avila and highly encourage any adult or HS student to attend! See attached flyer.






Judy Lang and I got the opportunity to hear Kathleen Biggins speak two years ago in Cleveland and were blown away by her depth of information shared from government agencies and scientists. Her approach is VERY non-political.  I encourage folks to go to her agency’s website to familiarize themselves with her association, 

c-changeconversations.org and the Country Garden Club’s website to reserve seats, cgcperrysburg.com.

When you order online, your name will be held at the door for entrance (no tickets will be sent).



If anyone has any questions, please call me at 419.297.0213










END GERRYMANDERING

DRIVE THRU PETITION SIGNING

[SEE DATES & TIMES AT RIGHT]

TFT 250 UNION HALL

115 S. St Clair

Toledo, Ohio
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LINKS TO FAIR DISTRICTS FLYER

CLICK HERE




What are our Senators and Congress Members Doing Now?

[Visit the Senate and Congressional Websites for Content.]



National Senate Website

National House of Representatives

The Ohio Senate

The Ohio Legislature






GET PERSONALIZED VOTER INFORMATION AT VOTE411



PUT IN YOUR ADDRESS AND CLICK TO GET YOUR PERSONALIZED VOTER INFO!

"VOTE411" is a project of the League of Women Voters US.  Local leagues load in voter information 

for all states, counties, cities and voter precincts for each election cycle.




LWV-TLC UPDATES

FEBRUARY, 2024




OBSERVER CORPS CORNER

	connect citizens with government
	become acquainted with issues in the community
	promote open, transparent, and accountable government
	connect officials with their constituents
	identify areas where improvement is needed
	attract like-minded citizens and organizations to issues becoming a force in the community
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Need a speaker for your organization?



LWV-TLC members will speak at your club or community gathering.  To learn about topics and schedule a presentation contact Sue Runkle.

Speakers Bureau
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Vote 411
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News to Know
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Fair Districts
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Volunteer
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The League of Woman Voters of Toledo-Lucas County is

a member of Northwest Ohio Community Shares
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 Your Elected Officials
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Lucas County Board of Elections






[image: ]



Register to Vote
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Election Dates
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Take Action








Follow Us
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Contact Us

 

Address:


P.O. Box 2506


Toledo, OH 43606-0506



Cell Phone: 419-540-3487



Email Contacts:





	 Voter Information	     	voterservices@lwvtoledo-lucascounty.org 
	 Membership Information	 	 membership@lwvtoledo-lucascounty.org
	 Press/Media Contact	 	 president@lwvtoledo-lucascounty.org
	 Calendar, General Information	 	 communications@lwvtoledo-lucascounty.org
	 Website Questions/Comments	 	 webmaster@lwvtoledo-lucascounty.org
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